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BIOGRAPHY 

 

Markus Fortunato is a self-taught bassist-singer from Lyon who 
has been involved in underground metal since the late 80s. 

Released at the end of 2012, the concept-album "Fortunato Li-
berty" is a logical follow-up to his former group "MZ". Band of 
which he was the founder-leader and formed in 1999. This group 
had released 7 albums between 2000 and 2010. 

In the spring of 2015, Fortunato released their second album 
"Restless Fire" under the Brennus label. This opus affirms even 
more the melodic sense and the maturity of their compositions. 

On these two recordings and even more on stage, the 
band's music will take you on a timeless journey through someti-
mes powerful, sometimes melodic hard rock. 
 

 

After several line-up changes, the band is currently composed of 
Seb Vallée and Alex Faccinetto on guitars, Sly Tale on drums and 
Markus on bass and vocals. 

The third album "Insurgency", released in the spring of 2021, 
further confirms that the band's universe is between neo-
classical metal and a very vitaminized AOR! A fine mix of various 
melodic hard-rock tendencies. 

The band is currently preparing to release their fourth album, 
called "From High Above". A new patchwork of heavy, progressive 
and symphonic music with powerful and catchy choruses. 
Discover urgently this new album as soon as it is released on 
May 12, 2023. 

Sly Tale 
Drums 

Seb Vallée 
Lead Guitar 

Markus Fortunato 
Bass & Lead Vocals 

Significant Live Performances : 
 

Bresse Poul’Hard with Voodoo Skin and Manigance (2022) 

First Chance festival headlining (2022) 

Communay Rock Fest with ADX and The Prize (2022) 
Les Arts dans l’R in Péronnas (2022) 
Jack Jack (Bron) with Manigance (March 2019) 
Satan Fest in Cergy (January 2017) 
Laraj’ Rock Festival (May 2016) 
Ragnardrock Fest (july 2015) 
LeymFest headlining (2014 & 2015) 

Some Videos :         
 

https://youtu.be/Jh-4k_pYipw 
https://youtu.be/eg28fpgA3I8 
https://youtu.be/l73rTKZUNYQ 
https://youtu.be/UdXpchNxtvc 
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CONTACTS  

Endorsements : 

PHOTOS CREDITS : 
 

Eric Malherbe, Frédéric Versailles, Yannick Lartigue. 

Page Facebook : 
https://www.facebook.com/fortunatoliberty 

Canal YouTube : 
https://www.youtube.com/markusfortunato 

Band Camp : 
https://markusfortunato.bandcamp.com/ 

Spotify : 
https://open.spotify.com/artist/4B2zR2wJ3cmMh0RMUaZg4T 

Apple Music : 
https://music.apple.com/fr/artist/fortunato/1556684876 

Deezer : 
https://www.deezer.com/fr/artist/130287312 

Email : 
marc.fortunato@orange.fr 

 
Phone : +33-6 11 02 35 53 (Markus) 

About « Insurgency » 
 

« METAL TEMPLE » German Webzine 
(review by Andrew Harvey, 12 june 2021) 
 
FORTUNATO are a band bringing 3 very talented musicians from Lyon in Fran-
ce, they are defined as a neoclassical heavy metal band. As they incorporate 
melodic rock and keyboard making them a very exciting band to watch out for. 
Up until this year, they have released 2 albums, Liberty in 2012 and Restless 
Fire in 2015. Now they have brought us a third album fresh off the press cal-
led INSURGENCY which is out now and I found myself listening to this band 
with huge enjoyment and enthusiasm. The album begins with “Carry On To The 
Depths Of The Sea”, plus we can hear what sounds almost like a harpsichord 
in the intro to this album and progresses into sections that focus on the 
rhythm elements of the band. The influences of heavy metal, melodic rock 
and 70’s/80’s keyboard playing is certainly an interesting combination for 
this band. 
 
“Blood Of The Unknown” comes with outstanding vocal harmonies, steady 
drumming and colourful textures coming from guitar or keyboards again. The 
tonality of this track comes from the bass guitar as it ends with choral voi-
ces. “For Eternity” begins with that classic rock feel with drums, guitar and 
bass that reminds me of the classic sounds of the 70’s or 80’s with bands like 
Bon Jovi or Journey. However the difference here with FORTUNATO is that 
there is a focus on rhythm with drums and keyboard then the guitar with vo-
cals carrying the melody. The bass guitar also blossoms through accenting 
certain notes and parts of the song l. “Fly Away” opens up with the guitar 
providing the melody as always which is strong and exciting with energetic 
solos that cover a range of notes that sound almost synthetic but sustain very 
well too. 
 
“The Sun Shall Never Shine” with an even keyboard rhythm marking each 
individual beat along with guitar and vocals taking the narrative role making 
this track stand out. There is a switch also from a moderate tempo from guitar 
to a sort of galloping gesture. This says to me there are a lot more ideas and 
suggestions of themes of war, conflict or charge of some kind to rally the 
troops for battle. 
 

“Everywhere” comes with a focus on bass guitar and gentle vocals bringing 
out the neoclassical influences that makes this track more subtle than the 
previous tracks. But once the drums are introduced later on this also merges 
all the other instruments along with the shrieking of guitar which rings out 
harmoniously. “A Star In The Sky” I did very much enjoy for the drumming 
patterns and the bass guitar playing a bigger role than before, almost like a 
classical guitar, the clarity is nice. 
 
“A White Cross On A Norman Field” carries on with similar melodic sequences 
with guitar and keyboard. A breakdown section or instrumental for guitar and 
drums to work their magic stands out here. “Big Time” brings in that 
70’s/80’s keyboard sound we know so well now which is more prominent 
now, the slow intro with drums as there is a cymbal rhythm making way for the 
vocals and guitar to come in. The correlation of guitar and keyboard is absolu-
te bliss. “My Mother Of A Who” is a real kick ass track and comes with convic-
tion and brilliance which actually now seems to bring out the glam rock style 
into play. The emphasis on the lyrical content with those words and harmony 
of the vocals when they shout “My Mother Was A Who” howling through the 
mix. 
 
The very last track of this extraordinary album is of course the name of the 
album, “Insurgency” which is certainly sounding like the final encore and the 
last hurrah of the band as they close out the album. The controlled sound of 
drums driven by the electric guitar and bass guitar with keyboard providing 
the atmosphere we crave for. The galloping gestures we heard before are still 
there, before we hear the climax of the track. Guitar solos are amazing as we 
hear more of a contrast and more of a dynamic approach with the various 
sections. Nevertheless this band has hugely impressed me, the neoclassical 
and heavy metal sounds from guitar and drums are mesmerizing. The addition 
of the keyboard really brought out the energy and charisma of this band. It 
was an absolute pleasure and honour to listen to this fantastic album, just 
incredible and I am dying to hear more from FORTUNATO so now we wait till 
they release another album, already excited now! 
 
Songwriting: 9 
Musicianship: 10 
Memorability: 10 
Production: 10  
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